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   An Autism Friendly Overview 

Specialist Autism Services have been working with the Thought 
Bubble team for several years now, trying to make the event Autism 
Friendly, which, for the UK’s largest comic art festival, has been a 
challenge, since it’s so popular and so busy.  

Many autistic people attend Thought Bubble each year, we asked 
some of our members (those people who access Specialist Autism 
Services) who have attended previously, to relate their experiences- 

“Really good, I enjoyed looking at everyone’s art”, “Interesting and 
fairly busy” “A good time for fans of indie art”, “noisy, but relaxing”, 
“unusual”, “a thoroughly enjoyable experience”, “a good event for the 
community”, “fancy and imaginative”, “busy and noisy”, “absolutely 
worth going to.” 

Our members would be the first to admit that the event is big, noisy 
and crowded, but everyone attending is there to enjoy the world of 
comics and comic art, so the atmosphere is very friendly, as people 
are there to share the experience.  

To get an idea of what Thought Bubble is like, you can check out 
last year’s film : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZePA7FChBFE 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZePA7FChBFE
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In 2019 however, things are different, the main one being that the 
Comic Art Convention part of Thought Bubble takes place in 
Harrogate instead of Leeds and that means there are some changes   
 

Leeds  Harrogate 
The marquees were spread all 
around the city centre.  
 
The marquees were easy to get to 
from Leeds train station. 
 
 
It was only a short walk from Leeds 
train station. 
 
 
I could get a bus from Bradford to 
Leeds.  
 
 
 
There was lots to see and do.  
 
 
 
Leeds had a Burger King.  
 
 
I know Leeds, Harrogate is 
somewhere new and different.  
 
 
 
But at Leeds, Thought Bubble was 
the biggest comic art festival in the 
UK. 
 

 

Everything is under one roof at the 
Harrogate Convention Centre. 
 
There will be Thought Bubble 
Volunteers at Harrogate train station 
to help with directions. 
 
The Harrogate Conference Centre is 
only a short walk from Harrogate train 
station. 
 
You can catch a bus from Bradford 
Interchange to get you to Harrogate, 
the 747.From Leeds you can catch the 
36 bus.  
 
There’s even more to see and do with 
around 450 stalls to see, plus plenty of 
activities.  
 
No Burger King, but there is a Betty’s 
Tea Room.  
 
It’s going to be new and different for 
everyone, but we can all pull together 
to make it the great event it always has 
been.  
 
In Harrogate, it’s still the biggest comic 
art festival in the UK 
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Getting To Harrogate 

The Thought Bubble team have put a useful link on their website 
detailing how to get to Harrogate. 

             https://www.thoughtbubblefestival.com/visit/getting-here  

There are bus services from both Leeds and Bradford to get to 
Harrogate, plus direct train services from Leeds. There will also be 
the Thought Bubble volunteers at Harrogate Train Station to help 
out.  

With this year’s Comic Art Convention taking place at one location, 
there is one entrance being used for the event and that is the one 
on the corner of Kings Road and West Park Street. 

 

      

It’s by using this entrance that you can get access to the three big 
halls (comiXology Hall, Ask for Mercy Hall and The Pride Hall). At 
this front entrance, you can also pick up your Wristbands, if you 
haven’t already got them.  

For further information about the Harrogate Conference Centre, 
check out their website : 

                        https://www.harrogateconventioncentre.co.uk/whats-on 

https://www.thoughtbubblefestival.com/visit/getting-here
https://www.harrogateconventioncentre.co.uk/whats-on
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Opening Hours 

The Comic Art Convention part of Thought Bubble takes place on 
Saturday 9th November 2019 and Sunday 10th November 2019 

⦿ Saturday 9th November 2019 opens 10am and closes 6pm 

⦿ Sunday 10th November 2019 opens 10am and closes 5pm 

Please note that the Specialist Autism Services stall is located in 
Hall B, which for this event is named The Pride Hall and we are 
Table Number 28. (Aut Bubble) Come along and say hello.         
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c334ba65b409b49b0a0f9ae/t/5d9737454f2286040e911ae
0/1570191174201/Comic+Con+Map_Pride+Hall.pdf 

               Getting Around Thought Bubble 

To enjoy the halls and activities of Thought Bubble, you’ll need your 
wristband. This is worn around your left or right wrist and when 
you’re entering the Harrogate Conference Centre, you will need to 
show the volunteers (Those wearing red Thought Bubble t-shirts) 
this wristband and then you’re free to walk around the halls.  

Depending upon what day you’re going there, the wristbands will be a 
different colour, Yellow (which is valid for the entire weekend) or 
Blue (which is for Saturday only). 

     Saturday Only Wristbands            

The wristband and information point, located in the front entrance 
of the Harrogate Conference Centre, is where you can pick up 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c334ba65b409b49b0a0f9ae/t/5d9737454f2286040e911ae0/1570191174201/Comic+Con+Map_Pride+Hall.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c334ba65b409b49b0a0f9ae/t/5d9737454f2286040e911ae0/1570191174201/Comic+Con+Map_Pride+Hall.pdf
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your wristband, whether you’ve ordered them in advance, or simply 
buying them on the day. 

If you’re uncertain which queue is the one you need, the red t-
shirted volunteers will be able to help you.  

 
Volunteers, and there are lots of them about, will have on a red 
Thought Bubble t-shirt and can always be approached to ask 
questions, especially if you need to know where the exits are. 

At the main entrance to the halls, you might be asked by Security 
Staff if they can look inside your bag (if you have one with you) this 
is done to everyone and is done to keep everyone safe.  

                               

                           I’m Hungry 

There is a café on site, in The Pride Hall and around Harrogate, 
there are plenty of places to eat, some familiar (Five Guys, 
McDonalds, Nandos, Wetherspoons, Wagamama’s, Starbucks) and 
some not so familiar (Nibble & Nosh, Betty’s Tea Room and Cold Bath 
Brewery). Alternatively, you may wish to bring along a packed lunch 
and there are places around the Harrogate Conference Centre to sit 
and eat. 
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 Coping At Thought Bubble 

The Thought Bubble team have each year created something called 
Bub’s Lounge, which is located in the Queens Suite. This space was 
designed in conjunction with autistic people, to create a relaxing, 
break out space for people to have a breather from the event and 
perhaps even engage in creating a little bit of art. Girl Gang Leeds 
are also in this space, with art activities, plus there will be some 
Lego to have some fun with.  

Bub’s Lounge will always be staffed by the Thought Bubble 
volunteers who, with their distinctive red t-shirts, will be dotted 
around the Harrogate Conference Centre.  

If you’ve gone to the event dressed in a costume (Cos-playing) it’s 
possible people might approach you to take a photograph. 

                                      

 

With so many people there, in so many different costumes, it’s 
possible that there might be people and things that you wish to 
photograph. It might be worth checking with the people you wish to 
photograph, first, that it is okay to take a picture. You might even 
want to have a picture taken with them.  
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We also asked our members around some of the things they disliked 
about the event.  

 People described how busy and noisy it could get 
and the numbers of people that were there, many in colourful 
costumes. Some found this to cause a sensory overload. 

Our members then reflected on how they coped, since the event was 
something they really wanted to go to and here are some of their 
strategies : 

 ⦿ I took ear defenders 

 ⦿ Keep breathing steadily 

 ⦿ Move around to avoid busy areas 

 ⦿ I planned my visit in advance 

 ⦿ I went with friends 

 ⦿ I took a fidget-spinner 

 ⦿ I took my time exploring 

 ⦿ I used self-contemplative techniques 

 ⦿ Wait for spaces to appear to move into 

 ⦿ I used the quiet spaces to read or write 

 ⦿ Talking about it with someone 

Some might work for you too, or there could be strategies that 
you’ve used when visiting other big events.   

Those of our members who visited for the weekend last year, felt 
that the Sunday, especially the morning, was less busy than the 
Saturday.  
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Specialist Autism Services will be having their regular stall outlining 
their top comic art that the members produce, but this year, we’ll 
also be handing out free ear-plugs to help people deal with the 
noise, if they need them. Their stall is located in The Pride Hall. 
The kindly Thought Bubble team will also have a limited number of 
sunglasses to give out, if people need to deal with the sensory input.  

Above all, it’s about having a great time, whether you’re cosplaying or 
not, at the UK’s biggest Comic Art Convention.  

 

                


